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SALOONS AND TAVERNS 


Saloons and taverns for the convenience of miners in the Midway 
area were operated during the mining era, but quickly faded from the 
( picture with the beginning of prohibition. The establishments were most- 
ly of the "movie variety"— hard liquor sold over a bar and disputes settled 
with six guns. Pool tables and cards were featured. although dance hall 
girls were prohibited. In recent years there have been а few billiard and 
( pool halls operated. 
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With the advent of the railroad the Charleston Co- 
op weighed and shipped sugar beets to the Lehi sugar 
factory and hay to the Utah market. The store itself 
was always a ready market for the farmer's other pro- 
duce such as grain, butter, and eggs. 

A good deal of personal history connected with the 
store could even be found on the baek of the sliding door 
of one of the large showcases. Here were carved the 
names dates, and romances of the clerks. 

Тһе Co-op was later sold to George W. Daybell and 
Sons and eventually to William Н. North of Charleston. 
When the Deer Creek Reservoir was built many of the 
Charleston families had to give up their lands and homes. 
Тһе railroad and highway were moved from the town 
and the Charleston Co-op became only a memory. 

Тһе 1870's saw the successful development of both 
cooperative and individual merchandising businesses. In 
addition to those already described many others later 
opened stores. These included the Lindsay Brothers, 
William McMillin and Henry Alexander, the Rasband 
Brothers, Dunean's Variety Store, F. О. Buell, Turner 
and Sons, Roger's Notions and Varieties, and Clegg and 
Son's. In 1889 the first drug store opened in Heber 
under the management of a Mr. Bridge." 

Advertisements in the Wasateh Wave in 1880 offer 
a rather nostalgic picture of business at the close of the, 
period covered by this history. А visitor to the county, 
possibly a salesman (then called a drummer), could come 
іп on the Heber and Park City Stage Line. Тһе stage 
carried both freight and passengers and left Heber daily 
at 8:00 a.m. and Park City at 3:00 p.m. Good accommo- 
dations could be had at either the Duncan House or the 
Heber House, run by Mrs. Henry McMullin. Lunch at 
William Hannah's Heber Citv Bakery would be a stagger- 
ing five to ten cents. А cloth salesman might call on 


^Wasatch Wave, December 14, 1889. 
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Sadie Zitting, a professional dressmaker, or У. К. Berglin, 
thé tailor who was offering suits made to order from 


eight dollars up. A li “ n 

at either the Ч which also offered 
pure alcohol for medicinal purposes. Traveling around 
the towns of the county one could find one or more general 
stores, blacksmith shops, or meat markets that by now 
had become permanently established. 

Pioneer trades shared importance with merchandis- 
ing in the successful establishment of the Wasatch Com- 
munities. Among the settlers were many skilled artisans 
who upon arrival in Utah were delegated by the Church 
to duties in the new towns and cities in much the same 
manner as were church officials. 

Blacksmithing was a trade of importance and long 
duration. Blacksmiths shoed the horses and oxen, made 
yokes for the teams, and repaired wagons and farm imple- 
ments. In Wasatch John Davison was the first biack- 
smith. His shop in the Fort in Heber was equipped wit 
tools which he himself had made from scrap iron.” 

Other trades familiar to the pioneer scene were 
harness makers, tanners, weavers, dressmakers, cob- 
blers, and fur trappers. Many women engaged in busi- 
ness also, often_making and selling hats woven from the 
local straw or baking or cooking. 


) 
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"Ethy! Johnson, “Blacksmithing in Wasatch County," MSS, 
(Daughters of Utah Pioneers Historical Collection, Heber City, 
1952), p. 1. 


“= d 
LM d Фе 2? 


______________ ———————_———©—©——— ——————————_——_—_—_——_—————___————————————————————— 


Viesaich Salon 


335 HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS 


ALVA M. MURDOCK 


Alva Moroni Murdock was born April 
26, 1857, in Carson Valley, Nevada. His 
parents, Joseph Stacy Murdock and Eliza- 
beth Hunter Murdock, had been sent to 
Carson Valley on a colonizing mission ђу 
Brigham Young in 1856. 

In 1857, when the crops were ready to 
harvest, they were called back to Salt Lake 
by Brigham Young because of the inva- 
sion of Johnston's army, and were told to 
bring ammunition from California. 

Alva's father had to sell his ranch and 
crops as Шеу stood, ready to harvest, to 
some 'Техапз on their way to the California 
goldfields for horses and wagons to make 
the return journey to Utah. 

Ten years of hard pioneering followed 
for the Murdock family, first in American 
Fork and later in Heber City, where Alva's 
father, Joseph Stacy Murdock, was the first 
bishop and also first representative to the 

State Legislature from Wasatch County. 
There always was progress, though. А 
stone home was built in Heber; children 
were sent to school, and life became some- 
what easier. 


% 
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However, Joseph Murdock's organization- 
al ability was too valuable to the Church 
to allow him to enjoy the comparative ease 
and security of the then well-established 
Heber City, and once more came the call 
to assist in colonizing, this time in south- 
ern Nevada in what is known as the Muddy 
Mission. So, in 1867, the Murdock family 
moved to the south, settling near the town 
of Moapa on the Muddy River. 

The settlers had paid their taxes to Utah 
and to Arizona, only to find they were in 
Nevada, where more taxes were demanded. 
So, after a visit from Brigham Young, 
whom Alva says he remembers clearly, 
Ше project was abandoned for the time 
being and homes, orchards and 1,000 bush- 
els of wheat were left behind. 

The Murdock children were very happy 
to leave and when the father looked back 
as they came to a rise in the ground, he 
could see smoke rising. When asked about 
it, Alva admitted he had lighted the match, 
so they could not decide to turn back. 

It was the trip to and from the Muddy 
Mission and the life there that is given 
credit for one of the outstanding habits 
of Alva's life. Because of the heat and 
mosquitoes, most of the travel was accom- 
plished at night. Alva drove a yoke of 
oxen almost the entire way, although he 
was just a теге lad. 

Іп 1870, when they reached Provo, the 
father. knowing that there were many 
mouths to fced, succeeded in securing the 
first government contract for carrying mail 
from Provo, by way of Heber and Kamas 
to Echo. Неге the boys were put to 
work in relays with horses. 

Interest in livestock became the decid- 
ing factor in Alva's destiny and was re- 
sponsible for his entry into the Uintah 
Basin. He and Jim Clyde undertook to 
ride herd on a thousand head of cattle be- 
longing to Heber residents, grazing them 
in the broad expanse of Strawberry Val- 
ley, now under the waters of Strawberry 
Reservoir. 'This herd was known as the 
Co-op herd and gave the name to Co-op 
Creek, which was a favorite camping spot 
for the herders. 

In about 1875, when the feed in Straw- 
berry Valley seemed inadequate for the cat- 
Пе, the ranchers wanted them to graze. 

Alva and Jim Clyde decided to investigate 
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the basin. where the seasor 
longer, and they rode alor 
berry River and in Sam's a: 


yons. 
Feed in these canyons * 
uriant, according to Alva, 


thought that if they just ом 

canyons they would have « 

cattleman might desire. Her 

ambition which years later was realized. 
Not content even with this, the two young 
men went on down into the basin, pros- 
pecting the entire region, much of which 
was held as an Indian reservation. 

The final result was the leasing of the 
entire basin by Alva. Jim Clyde and a third 
man, Charles Carter. for $1,000 a year, from 
the Indian agent, with the stipulation that 
they confine their herd to cattle, barring 
horses and sheep which might get mixed 
with stock belonging to the Indians. The 
following year their herd increased to 3,000 
head of cattle. 

When he was just a little over 20, Alva 
married Josephine Nicol. born January 25, 
1859, in Salt Lake City, lltah, daughter 
of Thomas and Johanna Handberg Nicol. 

Alva and his wife were married in Salt 
Lake City on June 24. 1877, but made their 
home in Heber, and he recalls he was denied 
much of the pleasure of the usual young 
groom starting his home. Just three weeks 
after his marriage he suddenly was faced 
with the situation of a man whom he had 
hired to take care of his cattle in the basin, 
demanding more money. and rather than pay 
the increase, Alva took over the horse, 
saddle and provisions he had provided for 
the herder and went to the basin himself. 
Since there was no one to relieve him, he 
stayed there with the cattle, eventually find- 
ing himself snowed in. It was nine months 
before he was able to return the next 
spring to his bride. 

Time for the next years was divided be- 
tween the basin and Heber, though Alva 
kept his family in Heber some time. At 
Heber his energy took him to such оссира- 
tions as timbering and saw milling. 

In the meantime, Alva was becoming a 
man of importance in Heber, where he was 
constantly interested in civic improvement. 
Among other responsible positions there was 
that of early school trustee, and his inter- 
est in education never diminished. Ven- 
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asing. His 
Падуа = h, was born 
October 30, 1878, and died a year later. 
Ida Josephine, now Mrs. Oscar A. Kirk- 
Ват. was born July 10, 1880, followed Бу 
two other daughters, Dora and Vern. 

It was in 1885, when Vern was still a 
little girl, that Alva decided to establish a 
trading post at Whiterocks and took his 
wife and three daughters there to live. 
While he operated the trading post, his wife 
ran a boarding house for officials of the 
government agency. This took much of 
Mrs. Murdock's time and sometimes for the 
entire day little Vern would be taken over 
by the Indians. 

The keen understanding of the Indians 
by Joseph Stacy Murdock—his father— 
seemed to have been passed on to the son 
Alva, for he stood in good stead both in 
his trading with the Indians and in his many 
associations with them. The Indians learned 
to consider him a friend and adviser. and 
held him in so much respect that in all the 
years he has run cattle in the basin it has 
never been proven that any Indian ever 
killed or stole a Murdock animal. He spoke 
and understood their language and they ге- 
garded each other as friends. 

Then came the move to the basin to es- 
tablish his permanent home when it was 
thrown open to homesteaders in 1905. By 
this time he was well known and established, 
both in Heber and in the basin, among 
whites and Indians alike. He was a man 
of resources and accomplishments, able to 
see and grasp opportunities and with the 
resourcefulness to carry through his proj- 
ects. 

On the day before opening, Alva, by spe- 
cial permit, was allowed to come in to es- 
tablish a store and other accommodations 
to provide for the expected settlers. He 
brought in two wagons and a big circus 
tent, which he set up beside an old cabin 
which he bought from an Indian, Segusie 
Jack. In the cabin he kept his merchandise 
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and carried the И. S. mail between Heber 
and Park City, Utah. 


James always was а man of industry and 


foresight, an ardent sportsman and а builde: 
tor his community, as well as for himself. 
He was known throughout the West as one 
of ats most prominent stockmen and wool- 
growers. Many people were employed in his 
various interests. He was civic-minded to 
the extent that at times he bore the ex- 
pense of promoting issues he believed to be 
for the public good. The retaining of the 
Heber Light & Power Company for the 
community, being ап example. The people 
of the city were about to sell the plant to 
the Utah Light & Power Company when 
he and his life-long friend, James W. Clyde. 
hired an electrical engineer to prove to the 
community what a valuable asset they рох: 
sessed. The company is still owned by the 
city. 

James played baseball, hunted and fished 
as hobbies, and being an ardent lover о! 
horses. he bred and raced standard-bred 
horses for а time. 

Не held many public offices during his 
lifetime. Не was elected sheriff. in 1891, 
serving eight years. From 1893 to 1901 
he held the position of County Fish and 
Game Commissioner. Не was а director of 
the Bank of Heber City many years. 

He married Dora Elizabeth, daughter of 
‘Thomas and Johanna Kirstine Nicol, оп 
February 23, 1882. in the Salt Lake lindow- 
ment House. To this couple two sons and 
six daughters were born: Mrs. Charles E. 
(Josephine) Bronson, Alva Pierce, Curtis 
Thomas. Mrs. Thomas (Criss) Jones. Mrs. 
Lester D. (Мау) Greenwood, Mrs. Andrew 
] (Hope) Mohr. Mrs. Durrel T. (Clara) 
Burningham, and Mrs. Eldon (Beth) Rit- 
chic. 

During the later part of her life. Dora 
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was an invalid. The loving care James 
conferred on her and the children lives in 
the memory of his family and friends. She 
passed away on October 29, 1907. 

On February 27. 1913, James married 
Violet McNiven, daughter. of James and 
Lydia McNiven. She died May 25, 1933. 

James was а big, genial man, а good 
friend and neighbor, always ready to con- 
tribute time and money to any worthy 
cause, 

He passed away in Salt Lake City. Jan- 
uary 12, 1936, and was buried in the fam 
ily plot in Heber City Cemetery. 
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